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Some of the world’s top air show per-
formers have made commitments to fly 
at EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2021 – the 
World’s Greatest Aviation Celebration 
– as part of the afternoon and night air 
show lineups.

Those performers include aerobatic 
champions and longtime Oshkosh fa-
vorites for the 68th Experimental Aircraft 
Association fly-in convention, scheduled 
for July 26-August 1 at Wittman Region-
al Airport. The event features nine air 
shows over seven days, including night 
airshows on July 28 and 31. The daily af-
ternoon air shows are presented by Da-
her and Pratt & Whitney Canada, while 

the Wednesday, July 28, night air show 
is presented by Covington Aircraft.

“This is already an outstanding all-star 
air show lineup and we’re just getting 
started,” said Rick Larsen, EAA’s vice 
president of communities and member 
programs, who coordinates AirVenture 
features and attractions. “There is a par-
ticularly high energy among the air show 
community to get back to Oshkosh in 
2021, whether it’s returning performers, 
new air show acts, or particular aircraft 
connected with specific events and an-
niversaries.”

Among the returning performers and 
aircraft already on the schedule include:

AeroShell Aerobatic Team (T-6)
Vicky Benzing (Stearman)

Jeff Boerboon 
(Yak-110 jet-assisted twin)
Wild Blue Rodeo (RV-8)

Bob Carlton (SubSonex JSX-2)
Kirby Chambliss, Aaron Fitzgerald 

and the Red Bull Air Force
Kevin Coleman (Extra 300 SHP)

Kyle Fowler (Rutan Long-EZ)
Kyle Franklin Comedy Act 

(Piper Super Cub)
Mike Goulian (Extra 330C)

Nathan Hammond (Super Chipmunk)
Rob Holland (MX-2)

Dell Coller (RAD Aerosports Jet Waco)

See "Airventure” on page 15

TOP AIR SHOW PERFORMERS 
COMMIT TO 

EAA AIRVENTURE OSHKOSH 2021
More performers to be added in coming weeks to initial all-star roster
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I make it a practice at the 
end of my articles to give a 
short summary of the point 
or points I’m trying to make. 
It seems to be good journal-
ism. This time I want to make 
my point at the beginning 
of the article. It is unwise to 
use your personal airplane to 
transport illegal drug money. I 
know that most of my readers 
will think, “Thank you Bill for 
that information, how is that 
information relevant to me?” 
Please hang in here, I have 
an interesting case to tell you 
about.

The case is United States 
of America vs Bruce Latorre, 
893 F3d 744, 2018, and was 
an appeal from the United 
States District Court for the 
District of Wyoming, to the 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals. 
Mr. Latorre was appealing a 
felony marijuana trafficking 
conviction. The allegations 
were that he flew his aircraft 
from California to New York, 
and while flying back to Cali-
fornia the police stopped him 
in Wyoming.

The arrest in Wyoming was 
the result of a three-day inves-
tigation into Mr. Latorre’s air 
travels. The facts, as I relate 
them to you, come from the 
Court of Appeals decision. 
The Court of Appeals would 
have gotten their informa-
tion from the U.S. Attorney’s 

Office and attorneys for the 
defendant. These facts would 
have been in the indictment, 
the discovery documents and 
the information provided to 
the court during the plea and 
sentencing proceedings.

According to the decision, 
Officer Chris Wilder, an Illi-
nois State trooper, used a “ra-
dar system,” to track aircraft 
flying over Illinois and other 
parts of the country. On De-
cember 7, 2015 he observed 
an aircraft flying through Illi-
nois airspace without an ac-
tive transponder. And again, I 
am quoting from the decision: 
“That the aircraft was flying 
without a transponder, raised 
officer Wilder’s suspicions, 
so he continued to monitor 
the aircraft until it appeared 
to land at an airport in Ohio.’ 
‘Officer Wilder called the air-
port and spoke to an airport 
employee named John who 
had just refueled an aircraft. 
John told officer Wilder that 
the pilot; who paid cash; 
claimed to be on a trip to visit 
family in Buffalo, New York; 
and flew an aircraft with tail 
number N51FT.”

Officer Wilder ran the N 
number and learned that 
the aircraft was registered 
to Mr. Latorre in California, 
and learned that Mr. Latorre 
had previous arrests for dis-
tribution and possession of 

marijuana, distribution of 
controlled substances, and 
weapon charges. The United 
States Customs Air and Ma-
rine Operations Center was 
brought into the investiga-
tion, they advised that they 
had previous cases involving 
Mr. Latorre, and that their da-
tabase alerted them when-
ever Mr. Latorre’s aircraft was 
identified on radar. A number 
of other federal agencies in-
cluding Homeland Security 
were also notified.

The next day at approxi-
mately 9:00 AM Officer Wilder 
learned that an aircraft with-
out an active transponder 
had just left Hamburg, Air-
port, which is just outside 
of Buffalo. The aircraft was 
traveling at the same speed 
as Latorre was traveling the 
day before, but going west 
this time. Officer Wilder found 
the quick turnaround suspi-
cious for such a long-dis-
tance flight and the aircraft, 
“appeared and disappeared 
from radar several times as 
it went through Ohio, Indiana 
and into Illinois.” On the third 
day of the investigation of-
ficer Wilder observed an air-
craft without an active tran-
sponder flying near Lincoln, 
Nebraska flying at the same 
speed as Latorre was travel-
ing two days earlier and as 
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“It’s My Opinion”
Editorial Column by Beverly Hartong

Aviation Law
By William (Bill) Hayes

Bill Hayes

Illegal Drugs, Guns, or Money
I think the majority of 

us were excited to ring 
in the new year, hoping 
2020 was in our rear view 
mirror. Unfortunately, it 
seemed like 2021 had 
other plans for us. After 
2020, I assumed things 
couldn't get worse, but I 
have wrong before! Poor 
Texas got a "Very Unusu-

al" deep freeze - heck I 
think it even snowed in 
the Sahara. I found what 
happened odd, since 
I was reading reading 
about all the weather pat-
ents that there are and 
how the military experi-
mented themselves be-
fore with weather. I also 

2021 
Is A Crazy Year

See "It's” on page 10

See “Illegal” on page 12
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Stabilized Approach and Landing
Focusing on establishing 

and maintaining a stabilized 
approach and landing is a 
great way to avoid experi-
encing a loss of control. A 
stabilized approach is one 
in which the pilot establish-
es and maintains a constant 
angle glidepath towards a 
predetermined point on the 
landing runway. It is based 
on the pilot’s judgment of 
certain visual clues, and de-
pends on the maintenance 
of a constant final descent 
airspeed and configuration.

Maintain a Stabilized 
Approach

Have you heard these 
words before? Well, it’s not 

just a buzz term in aviation 
safety. It’s a critical lifesav-
ing way to approach ev-
ery flight. A pilot is flying a 
stabilized approach when 
he or she establishes and 
maintains a constant angle 
glidepath towards a prede-
termined point on the land-
ing runway. Every runway is 
unique, but a commonly ref-
erenced optimum glidepath 
follows the “3:1” principle. 
The principle, also seen as 
a descent ratio, means that 
for every 3 nautical miles 
(nm) flown over the ground, 
the aircraft should descend 
1,000 feet. This flightpath 
profile simulates a 3° glides-

lope.

Data Discourse
The Aviation Safety Infor-

mation Analysis and Shar-
ing (ASIAS) program, a col-
laborative government and 
industry initiative, recently 
completed a high-energy 
approach analysis by com-
paring actual stable and un-

stable approaches of busi-

ness aviation operators to 
the common “3:1” descent 
ratio. The study looked at 
this relationship from four 
distinct distances from the 
runway: 20, 15, 10 and 5 nm 
from touchdown. The study 
highlights the importance 
of being aware of how you 
manage the aircraft’s total 
energy – kinetic (velocity) 
plus potential (altitude) – 
as you begin to fly the ap-
proach. Flights that were 
above the “3:1” descent 
ratio, and not stable, often 
had high rates of descent 
and high approach speeds. 
A deeper look at the analy-
sis shows that, even at 20 

nm from touchdown, when a 

flight is above the optimum 
“3:1” descent ratio, the ap-
proach is more at risk of 
being unstable when closer 
to the runway (i.e., 500 feet 
to 1000 feet height above 
touchdown (HAT)). AFS-850

Moreover, the probabil-
ity of being unstable can 
DOUBLE as you increas-
ingly fly above a “3:1” flight 
path profile. In addition, the 
data shows that at each of 
the distances (20, 15, 10, 
5) when flying a “3:1” de-
scent ratio, there is gener-
ally a 50/50 chance of being 
stable when reaching 500 to 
1,000 HAT. Why 50/50? This 

See “Stabilixed” on page 19
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See “SUN n' FUN” on page 14

BAY AREA HERO WILL BRING EXCITING
HOMECOMING TO SUN 'n FUN

The 2021 SUN ‘n 
FUN Aerospace Expo 
is excited to welcome 
home U.S. Air Force 
Major Joshua "Cabo" 
Gunderson as he joins 
an exclusive airshow 
lineup as the F-22 
Raptor Demonstration 

Team pilot and com-
mander.

Graduating from 
Bloomingdale High 
School in Valrico in 
2004, Gunderson re-
ceived an appointment 
to the U.S. Air Force 
Academy at age 17 and 
graduated in 2008. He 
dreamed of being in the 
seat of a fighter jet after 
seeing them perform at 
SUN 'n FUN and other 
airshows he attended 
near his Central Florida 
hometown.

Gunderson is looking 
forward to the home-
coming and said, “I 
am extremely excited 
about returning to my 
home state of Florida 
and flying at SUN 'n 
FUN. I attended many 
SUN 'n FUN events as 
a kid and loved seeing 

the military jets, so it’s 
an honor to pay that 
forward to future avia-
tors.”

The F22 Raptor pro-
vides the USAF with a 
lethal combination of 
stealth, maneuverabil-
ity, weaponry, and sur-
veillance capabilities 
that make it unmatched 
by any other fighter, 
current or projected.

"We are very pleased 
to welcome Cabo and 
his team to Lakeland," 
said Greg Gibson, Air-
show Director and 
CMO for SUN 'n FUN. 
"The Raptor is one of 
my personal favorites. 
The incredible maneu-
verability and its ability 
to demonstrate such 
agility and power while 
literally disappear-
ing from the enemy in 

combat is truly amaz-
ing. I hope everyone 
will come join us to see 
what I mean when they 
see it perform in per-
son!"

The F22 Raptor Dem-
onstration Team is 
based at Joint Base 
Langley-Eustis in 
Hampton, VA, and con-
sists of 19 elite mem-
bers that includes 
the pilot, safety offi-

cer, superintendent, 
team chief, multiple 
crew chiefs, avionics 
specialists, public af-
fairs and aircrew flight 
equipment technicians. 
Together, the team vis-
its local schools, hos-
pitals, and participates

in various community 
events in addition to 
performing aerial dem-
onstrations. The team 
is responsible for rep-
resenting Air Combat 
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The thrill of it 
Don’t let spring bring unwanted excitement

By Mark Baker, AOPA President & CEO
Have you ever passed 

a highway accident 
and felt compelled to 
look? Call it a primal 
instinct, but many of us 
are intrigued by dan-
ger. Crashes, sirens, 
and flashing lights at-
tract us like moths to a 
flame.

We see this in many 
of our favorite sports 
and activities—hockey 
fights rile up the crowd, 
NASCAR wrecks add 
an element of excite-
ment to the race, and 
every year, around 1 
million spectators flock 
to Spain for Running 
of the Bulls, one of the 
most dangerous events 
in modern (or any) time.

Researchers say that 
much of the stimulation 
we feel toward these 

activities has to do with 
our own fight-or-flight 
characteristics. Situa-
tions we see, whether 
in person, in a movie, 
book, or on the news, 
trigger our survival in-
stincts and make us 
think about how we 
would react and handle 
a potential disaster. 
We often think, “If that 
were me, what would I 
do?”

Take AOPA’s Air 
Safety Institute’s long-
running and invaluable 
series Accident Case 
Studies—an in-depth 
analysis that dissects 
fatal aircraft crashes 
and the events lead-
ing up to them. The 
Accident Case Studies 
videos are some of the 
most popular, albeit 

sobering, content from 
ASI that teach us the 
lessons learned from 
others’ mistakes.

While flying, like vir-
tually any other pur-
suit, has its risks, the 
accidents featured in 
ASI’s safety videos 
represent the relatively 
few flights that went 
wrong. And while the 
videos are tragic, they 
remind us that we are 
not invincible. Things 
can quickly escalate 
in the cockpit and we 
must be proactive in 
our decision making as 
anything can go awry—
from system failures to 
miscommunications, 
and especially weather 
changes.

With the onset of 
spring, many of us are 

looking to dust off our 
wings, get back into 
the sky, and meet our 
buddies for $100 ham-
burgers. If you—or your 
aircraft—have been 
grounded during the 
winter months, there 
are many obvious yet 
often forgotten things 
to take into account.

According to the 
Weather Channel, me-
teorological spring—
the period between 
March 1 to May 31—is 
the most dynamic time 
for weather with major 
temperature swings, 
wind events, and vari-
ety of extreme condi-
tions. While emerging 
weather tools and new 
technology continue to 
be introduced, pilots 
need to have a gen-

eral understanding of 
weather conditions, 
and act as amateur 
meteorologists.

As temperatures be-
gin to fluctuate, pilots 
should always antici-
pate the possibility of 
fog. Inadvertent flight 
into instrument condi-
tions is one of the most 
common aviation acci-
dent occurrences, ac-
counting for more than 
25 percent of all fatali-
ties in GA flying, ac-
cording to AOPA’s most 
recent Nall Report.

While winter isn’t 
conducive to flying 
for every GA pilot, we 
should still strive to 
stay current, even if 
that means brushing up 
on our skills on a simu-

See “AOPA” on page 16
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Hello Everyone! March 
is here and we are get-
ting closer to spring. 
Wow, I can’t wait for 
warmer weather. Feb-
ruary was a cold and 
snowy month I’m glad 
to done with. Between 
the cold weather and 
all ongoing Covid re-
strictions, I’m ready for 
a long vacation. Speak-
ing of vacations – we are 
on the final approach 
for Sun ‘n Fun on April 
13 through the 18th. So 
if your planning on at-
tending, better get your 
hotel booked because 
they are going fast. Air 
shows every day with 
the Navy’s Blue Angels 
flying every day. They 
are also having a night 
drone show and hot air 
balloon launch along 
with lighted aircraft with 
fireworks, every year 
they always put on an 
awesome show. Hope-
fully I will see you there.

As I mentioned, I’m 
working on my instru-
ment rating. I have 
flown in the Red Bird 
simulator twice so far 
and accumulated 4.6 in 
month of February, with 
my instructor. It’s re-
ally different flying the 

simulator. I suppose if I 
was a gamer this would 
be a breeze, I am not a 
gamer, so I am learning.

I am planning for my 
written and ground 
school to use Sporty’s 
“Learn to Fly Instru-
ment Course”. I also 
like the King Schools 
Instrument course and 
Gleim Aviation Instru-
ment Course. So, I will 
make sure to use all 
the information avail-
able, but sticking with 
Sporty’s for my main 
work.

I want to use this 
month to discuss the 
Piper Wing Spar AD. 
My 1980 Piper Archer II 
is in the mix of all those 
affected by this AD. If 
you own or you know 
someone who has a 

Piper PA-28 or a PA-32 
please pass this infor-
mation along. I would 
also highly suggest you 
contact your mechanic 
and have him research 
your airplane to be safe.

The FAA is adopting 
a new airworthiness 
directive (AD) for cer-
tain Piper Aircraft, Inc. 
(Piper) Models PA-28-
151, PA-28-161, PA-
28-181, PA-28-235, PA-
28R-180, PA-28R-200, 
PA- 28R-201, PA-28R-
201T, PA-28RT-201, 
PA-28RT-201T, PA-32-
260, PA-32-300, PA-
32R-300, PA- 32RT-300, 
and PA-32RT-300T air-
planes. This AD was 
prompted by a re-
port of a wing separa-
tion caused by fatigue 
cracking in a visually 
inaccessible area of the 
lower main wing spar 
cap. This AD requires 
calculating the fac-
tored service hours for 
each main wing spar to 
determine when an in-
spection is required, in-
specting the lower main 

wing spar bolt holes for 
cracks, and replacing 
any cracked main wing 
spar. The FAA is issu-
ing this AD to address 
the unsafe condition on 
these products.

DATES: This AD is ef-
fective February 16, 
2021.

ADDRESSES: For ser-
vice information identi-
fied in this final rule, con-
tact Piper Aircraft, Inc., 
2926 Piper Drive, Vero 
Beach, Florida 32960; 
phone: (772) 567-4361; 
website: https://www.
piper.com. You may 
view this service infor-
mation at the FAA, Air-

worthiness Products 
Section, Operational 
Safety Branch, 901 
Locust, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64106. For in-
formation on the avail-
ability of this material at 
the FAA, call (816) 329-
4148. It is also available 
at https://www.regula-
tions.gov by searching 
for and locating Docket 
No. FAA-2018-1046.

 
That’s all for this 

month. Remember to 
get out and fly, hope I 
see you at Sun ‘n Fun!

 
Fly safe.

8101 ST. RT. 44 Bldg A   Ravenna, Ohio 44266
Portage County Airport (29G)
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• Cessna Service Letters (SEL-57-06) and (SEL-57-07)
• Piper PA-28 & PA-32 proposed AD Lower main wing 
 spar bolt hole inspections.

PROP tO tail

Tim Hartong

 Piper Wing AD 
and more 
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In the late 1960’s the 
effects of what had 
been described as “prop 
wash” or “jet wash” was 
recognized as a serious 
flight hazard which was 
examined and identi-
fied officially as Wake 
Turbulence. A natural 
result of powered flight, 
the disturbance of air 
trailing behind aircraft 
greatly increased in 
strength as the greater 
size and speed of wide 
body turboject aircraft 

were developed.
Vortices generated by 

wake turbulence are of 
such strength that an 
aircraft traveling behind 
the one creating the vor-
tices can be forced into 
a roll from which it can-
not correct or recover. 
Accidents and incidents 
attributed to wake tur-
bulence are a significant 
contributor to worldwide 
safety statistics.

Wake turbulence 
includes vortices, thrust 

stream turbulence, jet 
blast, jet wash, propel-
ler wash, and rotor wash 
both on the ground and 
in the air. In flight it is 
caused by a pair of 
counter-rotating vorti-
ces trailing from wing 
tips. They are circular 
patterns of air created 
by the movement of an 
airfoil while generating 
lift.

Vortex strength, or 
rotational force, is gov-
erned by aircraft weight, 
wing shape and speed. 
Larger aircraft produce 
greater force than small-
er ones. The shape of 
the wing refers to the 
loading capacity of the 
wing, or how many 
pounds per square foot 

the wing is required to 
support.

It is interesting that at 
higher speeds the air-
flow over the wings is 
spread out and smooth-
er. It is the slower 
speeds, with a greater 
angle of attack, that cre-
ate a greater chance for 
the wake to form.

Vortices from large air-
craft sink approximate-
ly 300 – 500 feet per 
minute. They level off 
at approximately 500 – 
900 feet below the flight 
path, and slowly move 
outward because lift 
forms first at the root of 
the wing and then devel-
ops toward the wingtip. 
To avoid contact with 
this effect smaller air-
craft should remain 
behind and above larger 
ones in flight.

In the course of any 
flight, the effect begins 
when an aircraft rotates 
while taking off, and 
ends as it lands. When 
possible, aircraft land-
ing behind larger aircraft 
should stay at or above 
the larger aircraft’s flight-

path and note where 
it touches down. Land 
beyond that point, run-
way length permitting. 
If unable to do so, the 
smaller aircraft should 
delay landing for a cou-
ple minutes, perhaps by 
doing a go around.

Vortices slowly 
descent and diminish in 
strength with time and 
distance. When close 
to the ground with no 
wind, vortices will move 
laterally outward at 2 – 
3 knots. A delay of at 
least two minutes after a 
heavy aircraft executes 
a low approach, missed 
approach or TGL will 
greatly decrease the 
effect.

Similarly, when depart-
ing, it is best to delay 
the departure for a cou-
ple minutes. You should 
also note the larger air-
craft’s rotation point and 
do not begin the take-
off roll unless your rota-
tion point will be prior to 
the larger aircraft’s rota-
tion point.

At airports with con-
trol towers, FAA Order 
7110.65 mandates air-
craft 12,500 lbs. or less 
must not be cleared for 
takeoff behind larger air-
craft for at least three 
minutes after the larger 
aircraft departs.

Helicopters also pro-
duce wake turbulence 
as high pressure air on 
the lower surface of 
the rotor blades flows 
around the tips to the 
lower pressure region 
above the rotor blades. 
In a slow hover taxi or 
stationary hover near 
the surface, helicopter 
main rotor(s) generate 
downwash producing 
high velocity outwash 
vortices to a distance 
approximately three 
times the diameter of 
the rotor.

When rotor downwash 
contacts the surface, 
the resulting outwash 
vortices have behavior-
al characteristics simi-
lar to wingtip vortices 
of fixed-wing aircraft, 
but instead of being 
down and out, helicop-
ter circulation is out-

Rose Marie Kern

Air To Ground
by ROse MaRie keRn

Wake Turbulence

  See "Wake” on page 20
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Picture a nurse covered 
with thickly insulated 
gear standing in front of 
a single engine Cessna 
and she’s grasping a sy-
ringe in Napakiak, Alas-
ka.  A guy sits similarly 
clothed on a snowmobile 
with his arm exposed 
while she jabs him with 
the life giving vaccine.  
Napakiak, in the 2010 
census, had a population 
of 354 souls.  In the 2000 
census it had 353.  So, 
we are talking very small 
village in Alaska with not 
much of a landing strip.

Now picture this.  The 
same vaccine that found 
its way into the arm of the 
guy on the snowmobile 
has to find its way into all 
arms in the United States 
and ultimately the world.  
So, how’s that look con-
sidering the large cargo 
carriers and small carri-
ers like the Cessna men-
tioned above in terms of 
delivering the vaccine?  
And how about the pi-
lot shortage we hear of 
all the time?  And hasn’t 
flight training taken a 
dive since Covid?  And 

haven’t many pilots re-
tired or been furloughed?  
Once we produce all of 
the needed equipment 
and meds, can we get 
it to the public quickly?  
How ready are we with 
aircraft and current pi-
lots?

I thought of the mas-
sive amounts of heavy 
metal airliners moth-
balled and sitting in stor-
age.  I thought of cargo/
freight carriers sitting 
with them.  You’ve seen 
the evidence on TV.

I did some more re-

Flyin’ Around
By Jim Opalka

JIM OPALKA

COVID Aviation Options 
and Other COVID Thoughts

search and learned that 
only about 40% of the 
airline pilots are still in 
the same jobs as they 
were in before the Co-
vid 19 crisis.  That 40% 
takes into consideration 
the entire population of 
pilots and not just the 
US.         

So, the next common 
sense question came to 
mind.  When we call pi-
lots back to work, how 
long does it take to get 
current and up to speed 
after they have been on 

a very long furlough or 
called in as a private con-
tractor?  Flying a Cessna 
is one thing.  Flying a 767 
is another.         

The 767 men and wom-
en are going to be sitting 
in the front office of an 
aircraft with a payload of 
73,350 lbs, and a range 
of 3,900 miles.  They are 
not going to be flying a 
Cessna Caravan.  How 
long will it take them to 
get current and safe to 
fly?  I had no idea.      

See “COVID” on page 11

• Annual Inspections
• 50 & 100 hour inspections
• Maintenance Management
• Manufacturers Service Bulletin Compliance
• Airworthiness Directive Compliance
• Manufacturer and AAIP Inspection 
    Program Compliance
• Avionics Installation Programs
• Immediate openings for ADSB Installations
• 10% Discount on First maintenance visit
• Same day service on most oil changes
• Courtesy car while you wait

Maintenance: • Mention ad receive 
   $.25 a gallon off 
   of AvGas
• Cirrus SR22 G6 and 
   SR22T G6 available 
   for rent.
• Cessna 172’s available 
   for rent
• Multi engine and 
   complex aircraft 
   available for rent
• Hangar space 
   available
• Full aircraft detailing 
   services available

Over 50 Years in Aviation

FBO:

724-539-4533   www.VeeNeal.com

Freezers in cargo configuration can carry 115,000 vaccines
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LOW-COST, LONG-TERM ADS-B SOLUTION

stratusbyappareo.com 

Make the most out of your ADS-B investment. Replace your old transponder and get an upgrade 
that feels like an upgrade. Backed by an industry-leading 5-year warranty, our trusted line of 
Stratus transponders provide a certified ADS-B Out solution you can trust today - and well 
beyond 2020.

MORE THAN AN EFB 

DOWNLOAD A FREE TRIAL TODAY 

• VFR sectional maps, IFR low/
high charts, Geo-referenced 
approach plates, TAWS

• AHRS with synthetic vision
• Radio Transcription & Playback
• Vertical Weather Profile 
• Smart Flight Plan
• Radar Forecast 

$99.99 ANNUALLY   /   $9.99 MONTHLY 
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Membership Positions 
Available                   

A flying Club based at 
KAKR and in existence 

for over 70 years. 
Our purpose is to provide:  safe 
operations with maximum flying 
time availability, low overall cost,  
equipment quantity, quality and 
versatility      

               
We currently own a 

Cessna 172, Cessna 182, 
and  Beechcraft Debonair. 

All GPS equipped and IFR certified
 

For more info: 
www.aerofliers.org or 

330.204.7914     

CASUAL
FAMILY DINING

937-354-2851 • ID 074
 2700 ft. tiled, grass sod

Air Landing Strip  15º 33º

FLY IN, FLY OUT...
Dine In, Dine Out

It’s Worth 

the Flight!

found it even odder to 
learn of H.A.A.R.P. (High-
frequency Active Auroral 
Research Program), you 
know that not so well 
known facility in Gakona, 
Alaska. The one that can 
create rain, storms, snow, 
etc.. I think you get the 
idea.  Does anyone else 
think the weather has 
been odd? Summer rains 
flooding out the farmers 
crops in some areas and 
draughts in others. Con-
trolling the weather also 
effectively controls the 
economy and most defi-
nitely our food source.  
Makes you a little worried 
if this now known tech-
nology got into the wrong 
hands .....  that wouldn't 
happen, would it???? Did 
I mention that China has 
its own H.A.A.R.P.?     

Ok, on to something fun 
and exciting. I will gladly 
admit that I am over the 
moon excited to see Sun 
'n Fun and AirVenture 
back on the books!!! This 
wonderful news brings a 
huge smile to my face. 
I have to add that Day-
ton Air Show and even 
some smaller shows are 
planning to resume. I 

hope these events pro-
vide the enthusiasm for 
all the groups and clubs 
that had their fundrais-
ing events and fly-ins will 
get busy planning and 
be positive influences. 
Just a reminder if you are 
planning an event, sub-
mit your email to get in 
the Pilot's Calendar. That 
calendar was sure lonely 
and pathetic last year. 
Hoping it returns to its 
full page of events glory 
this year. 

I also wanted to men-
tion the American flight 
that left CVG heading to 
LAX that seemed to have 
encountered a U.F.O. 
that flew over them in 
of course, New Mexico!  
I was just reading this 
morning that the FBI 
has confirmed that UFO 
sightings have been con-
firmed before. But I knew 
that after reading some of 
the DECLAS from Presi-
dent Trump. Just not sure 
how I feel about that. 

In closing, I want every-
one to know that I believe 
2021 will be an awesome 
year.  I am looking for-
ward to March and be-
yond, bring it on!   

“It's” from page 2

Planeand
PilotNews

@gmail.com
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“Northeast Ohio’s 
Premier F.B.O.”

The Ultimate in Safety, Service, and Reliability

Classic Jet Center
at Lost Nation Airport (KLNN)
1969 Lost Nation Rd.
Willoughby, Ohio 44094

 ph: 440-942-7092  •  fax: 440-942-7105
(Repair Station) CRS# 8CLR151N
AWOS 119.225 
Arinc# (122.725)

www.classicjetctr.com

Classic Jet Center - Your Full-Service, Convenient Maintenance Headquarters
• Routine Maintenance and Repairs on both Piston and Turbine Aircraft
• Specialize in Cessna 400 series Aircraft - Fuel Inlet Float Valve Testing
• Pitot/Static and RVSM Re-certification  •  ADS-B out Solutions 
• Professional & Experienced Aircraft Technicians and friendly staff
• Annual Inspections •145 Repair Station • Pilots lounge & Free WiFi

FAA-Certified & factory-trained technicians
provide the highest level of service 
for all types of aircraft.

Professional Private & Corporate Aircraft 
Maintenance Services & Support

440-942-7092

“Commute” from page 8

Detailing & RestoRation

330-412-5943 
bodacioususa74@aol.com

Matthew schRock
consultant/proprietor

aviation 
& aeRospace

So, I called a retired 
767 International cap-
tain to get some infor-
mation straight from the 
captains mouth.  To my 
surprise he said, after 
a long pause, that he 
could be ready in two or 
three weeks.  This would 
be after a very intensive 
period of simulator train-
ing.  And of course in 
addition, if he were to 
be transitioning to a dif-
ferent aircraft he would 
have to take a bit more 
time to get up to speed 
on any new equipment.

    Considering all of 
the above concerns I 
started to think of a book 
I read on the Berlin Air-
lift.  Multiply the Berlin 
Airlift by 10,000 and you 
may come close to the 

Herculean task that we 
face once the pharma-
ceutical companies start 
putting out mega doses 
of vaccine.  And in our 
vaccine situation we 
aren’t just shoving the 
vaccine out the back of 
an aircraft and dropping 
it by parachute as they 
did in Berlin.  We have 
to super freeze and hand 
it to whoever is going to 
deliver the stuff to your 
arm.  I mean literally, an 
individual has to pick 
up a box, carry it to the 
people who inject it and 
give it to them.  That is 
a real problem.  That last 
mile or 20 yards is not 
easy.  Come to think of 
it, maybe multiplying the 
problem by 10,000 ins’t a 
big enough multiplier.   

But, let’s look on the 

bright side.  And there re-
ally is a bright side.  And 
this bright side is amaz-
ing.  A company called 
Xwing completed a non-
commercial autonomous 
flight in a small Cessna 
under the experimental 
authorization of the FAA.  
There was a pilot on-
board just in case.  The 
company is of course 
awaiting FAA approval 
for unmanned flights.  IE 
- no pilot onboard! 

I’m trying to picture 
those folks in Alaska 
watching the Cessna on 
downwind then land-
ing and pulling up to the 
snowmobile with no pilot 
onboard.     

I have to include this.  
I noticed an article that 
said hot dog trucks were 
being used in Bulgaria to 
ship the Covid vaccines 
that critical last few 
miles.  Just saying. 

To continue.  It goes 
without question that 
smaller aircraft have to 
be used to get the vac-
cine close to where it 
needs to be in some of 
those remote locations.  
About the time I started 
working on this article I 
heard from a company 
in Italy that I had been 
in contact with before.  I 
asked them if they were 

doing anything about 
getting vaccines into 
small and out-in-the-
boonies airstrips. They 
answered with a re-
sounding “yes.”

Here’s what I learned.  
Their Tecnam PS2012 
TravelCare features a 
massive freezer in the 
cargo area.  Normally it is 
an 11 passenger plane.  
However, with the seats 
removed the freezer can 
maintain -122F and has 
room for 115,000 doses 

of the vaccine.  The air-
craft only needs less 
than 1,850 ft. to safely 
land following a trip.

I hope this article was 
not too much of a down-
er.  We are all tired of 
downers, because that is 
usually what we are get-
ting lately.  So look on the 
bright side.  Just look up 
above and pick out the 
hopeful stuff.  And there 
is hopeful stuff.  Honest-
ly.

Plenty of room in cargo mode

Tecnam-P2012-Traveller
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Anne M. Carrol, M.D. Senior AME/HIMS  - 
John F. Maxfield,M.D. AME

Cogsceen-AE administered on site

216-831-3494
www.carrolcenterforaviation.com

amcmd88@yahoo.com

“Illegal” from page 2
the unknown aircraft the day 
prior. Investigation revealed 
that the pilot intended to 
land in Wyoming.

A number of plain clothes 
officers were dispatched to 
the Evanston Airport and ar-
rived shortly before Latorre’s 
aircraft landed and they ap-
proached Mr. Latorre. The 
officers, after identifying 
themselves as law enforce-
ment officers, asked to see 
his pilot certificate. They 
also asked for permission to 
search the aircraft, to which 
Latorre responded, “Yeah, I 
don’t mind.” Upon search-
ing, the aircraft they found 
a vacuum sealed bag con-
taining $519,935 in cash. 
Latorre was arrested, read 
his Miranda rights, and dur-
ing subsequent interviews, 
Latorre admitted his role in 
a conspiracy to traffic mari-
juana to New York and bring 
money back to California. 
Six months later on June 8, 
2016 Latorre testified before 
a grand jury in Buffalo, New 
York providing details con-
cerning the marijuana traf-
ficking conspiracy.

One fact not mentioned in 
the decision was that Latorre 

was flying his own Glasair 
1FT. The Glasair is a fast 2 
place homebuilt aircraft. Oth-
er than aviation law, the only 
law that I practice is criminal 
law. Thanks to a misspent 
adulthood, my practice deals 
with primarily serious felony 
cases, including the trans-
portation of drugs, parapher-
nalia, and money used to buy 
or sell illegal drugs. Since my 
main office is within 1 mile 
of I 75, and my other office 
is within 3 miles of Interstate 
80/90, I am in a target rich 
environment for drug-related 
cases.

Having said all that, and 
this is just my personal opin-
ion, I don’t buy any of it. The 
entire scenario that an of-
ficer viewing primary radar 
happened to spot an air-
craft flying eastbound over 
Illinois and found it suspi-
cious and then, 2 days later 
it just happens to be carrying 
over $500,000 in cash when 
stopped in Wyoming, is just 
too much of a coincidence. I 
have no doubt that someone 
was tracking him over Illinois 
and probably through Ohio, 
and that phone calls were 
made to various airports to 
find out what was going on, 

and I don’t doubt that they 
found the $500,000 in the air-
craft.

There are just too many 
things that don’t make sense: 
an aircraft going eastbound, 
because of normal winds 
will be going 10 to 20 miles 
an hour faster than its cruise 
speed and normally 10 to 20 
miles an hour slower going 
westbound. Hamburg Airport 
is about halfway between 
Cleveland and Buffalo. It has 
a single 2,400 foot runway. 
The idea that someone spot-
ted an airplane leaving that 
airport without a transpon-
der, heading westbound and 
by some chance was identi-
fied as that of the defendant 
just seems like too good of 
luck. There is another issue, 
how do you carry $519,935 
worth of marijuana in a Gla-
sair?

None of those facts affect 
the ultimate detention, that 
dealt with search and seizure 
issues. It just sort of irritates 
me when the federal govern-
ment fudges on the truth.

On the appeal a number 
of interesting issues were 
raised, but none of them 
were terribly difficult for the 

See “Drugs” on page 18
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P Areferred irparts
Chosen for value and service

Preferred Airparts, LLC
Div. of JILCO Industries, Inc.

800-433-0814 - Toll Free US/Canada
330-698-0280 - Local/International

Preferred Airparts provides great fitting  
Fabric Envelopes. Complete Poly-Fiber  
or Ceconite/Randolph Covering kits are  
available! Technical Support and free  
shipping are provided when purchasing 
a complete covering kit. Call us with your 
order and we will be happy to sew Fabric Envelopes specifically for your airplane!

PA
referred

irparts
Fabric Division

We have most certified airplane patterns available including the following.....
• Aeronca 7,8,11 Series/15AC
• Cessna 120, 140, 170
• Citabria/Decathlon
• Douglas DC-3
• Ercoupe/Luscombe
• Grumman TBM Avenger
• North American T-6 Texan

• Piper J-2, J-3, J-4, J-5 Cub
• Piper PA-11, 12,14,18, 25
• Piper J-3 Cub Interior
• Taylorcraft
• Short Wing Piper PA-15, 16, 17, 20, 22 , Colt
• Stinson 108, -1, -2, -3, / V-77, AT-19, SR6, 7, 8, 9, 10
• Stearman/Waco UPF-7 & Cabin

Factory Authorized  
Distributors For:

Please contact our fabric department at  
1-877-877-3334 

or e-mail: fabric@preferredairparts.com

www.preferredairparts.com

Fast Quotes, Big Discounts, 99% Sameday Shipping!

Need a Fabric Envelope for a Wing,  
Fuselage, or Control Surface of your airplane? 

SAVE 35-85%off list price!

New Surplus Piston, Turboprop, and Jet Aircraft Parts 
14 Million new surplus parts for nearly anything that flies. We have parts 

for singles through turbo prop and jet including corporate and  
commuter, ag, warbird, experimental, helicopters and DC-3’s. 

• Airframe
• Piston Engine
• Turbine Engine
• Continental

• Lycoming
• Accessories 
• Accessory Parts
• Overhauled Rotables

• Exhaust Systems
• Wheels and Brakes
• Overhauled Propellers
• And much more!

Our inventory includes parts such as
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www.davidbishopaviat ion.com
  We ship parts internationally

Contact David Bishop (812) 523-4488 / 1-888-38-plane

david@davidbishopaviation.com
North Vernon In. 47265

Complete 

paint, w
ood & 

fabric shop

Custom builds & 
restorations

“SUN n' FUN” from page 4
Command, the United 
States Air Force, the 
Department of De-
fense, and the United 
States of America at 
more than 20 air shows 
annually. 

Fans can see "Cabo" 
put the Raptor though 
its incredible demon-
stration profile April 16, 
17, and 18 at SUN 'n 
FUN, and he will per-
form in two presenta-
tions with the aircraft 
daily. First, he will give 
an incredible high-per-
formance display of 
jaw-dropping speed, 
precision and maneu-
verability, followed by 

the patriotic Heritage 
Flight, where the Rap-
tor will be joined by a 
vintage P-51 Mustang 
in a moving formation 
tribute flight to honor 
our nation's aviation he-
roes from all eras. SUN 
n' FUN is honored to 
welcome Maj. Gunder-
son home to celebrate 
the past, present, and 
future of aviation.

The SUN 'n FUN 
Aerospace Expo is 
April 13th-18th. Come 
join the excitement 
and watch in awe as 
Maj. Gunderson joins 
the U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels and dozens of 
other performers in 

daily airshows, as well 
as hundreds of aircraft 
displays and outdoor 
exhibits in this historic 
return of one of the Bay 
Area's mainstays in 
family entertainment.

About SUN ‘n Fun Fly-
In, Inc.:

SUN ‘n FUN Fly-In is 
a 501 (c)(3) non-profit 
whose mission is to pre-
serve and enhance the 
future of flight through 
world-class events, in-
spiring and educating 
people of all ages. Year-
round events including 
the annual SUN ‘n FUN 
Aerospace Expo help us 
support STEM learning 
experiences here on our 
Aerospace Center for 
Excellence (ACE) cam-
pus as well as educa-
tional outreach in Cen-
tral Florida and beyond. 
For more information,  
http://www.FlySnF.org.

Contact us at
PlaneandPilotNews@gmail.com
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PACKER & 
ASSOCIATES,

INC.
AVIATION INSURANCE SINCE 1981

www.aircraftinsurance.net
rpacker@aircraftinsurance.net.

FLIGHT SCHOOLS/RENTAL
CLASSIC, ANTIQUE, WARBIRD,

AEROBATIC, AIRPORT, HANGAR,
PREMISES, CORPORATE

RICHARD PACKER, AGENT, CFII, MEI, IA

VISIT OUR OFFICE @ 5E9

PACKER & ASSOCIATES, INC.
5266 MOONEY ROAD
RADNOR, OH 43066

740-494-2554

Powerful New  
Views of Weather
Icing & Turbulence layers in 
3D Preview & Profile View

Learn more:

foreflight.com/ppn

David Martin 
(Beechcraft Baron)

Jim Peitz 
(Beechcraft 33C 

Bonanza)
Red Line Air Shows 

(RV-8)
Gene Soucy 

(Grumman Showcat)
Bill Stein 

(Zivko Edge 540)
Skip Stewart 

(Pitts S2S Prometheus)
Patty Wagstaff 

(Extra 330LX)
Geico Skytypers 

(SNJ)
Matt Younkin 
(Twin Beech 18)

Along with these early 
confirmations, many 
more performers will be 
announced, including 
some only-in-Oshkosh 
performers and aircraft. 
Exact days for each 
performer and com-
plete daily air show line-
ups will be announced 
as they are finalized.

About EAA AirVenture 
Oshkosh

EAA AirVenture Os-
hkosh is “The World’s 
Greatest Aviation Cel-
ebration” and EAA’s 
yearly membership con-
vention. Additional EAA 
AirVenture information, 

including advance ticket 
and camping purchase, 
is available online at 
www.eaa.org/airven-
ture. EAA members re-
ceive the lowest prices 
on admission rates and 
all those age 18 and un-
der are admitted free. 
For more information on 
EAA and its programs, 
call 800-JOIN-EAA 
(800-564-6322) or visit 
www.eaa.org. Immedi-
ate news is available at 
www.twitter.com/EAA

“Airventure” from page 1
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Pilots CAlendAr 
APRIL 13-18TH, 2021 – THE SUN ‘N 
FUN AEROSPACE EXPO LOCATED 
AT LAKE LINDER AIRPORT IN LAKE-
LAND, FLORIDA, IS FLORIDA’S LARG-
EST ANNUAL CONVENTION OF ANY 
KIND, AND THE 2ND LARGEST AIR 
SHOW IN THE WORLD. JOIN OVER 
225,000 AVIATION ENTHUSIAST FOR 
6 EXCITING DAYS OF CUTTING EDGE 
TECHNOLOGY EXHIBITS, FORUMS, 
WORKSHOPS, CAREER FAIRS, AND 
OF COURSE OUR WORLD-FAMOUS 
BREATHTAKING AERIAL DISPLAYS BY 
SOME OF THE BEST AIRSHOW PER-
FORMERS IN THE BUSINESS!
JULY 26 – AUGUST 1, 2021 –AIR-
VENTURE!!!  FOR 51 WEEKS A YEAR, 
EAA IS AN INTERNATIONAL COMMU-
NITY OF MORE THAN 200,000 MEM-
BERS THAT NURTURES THE SPIRIT 

OF FLIGHT THROUGH A WORLDWIDE 
NETWORK OF CHAPTERS, OUTREACH 
PROGRAMS, AND OTHER EVENTS.  
BUT FOR ONE WEEK EACH SUMMER, 
EAA MEMBERS AND AVIATION EN-
THUSIASTS TOTALING MORE THAN 
500,000 FROM 80 COUNTRIES AT-
TEND EAA AIRVENTURE AT WITTMAN 
REGIONAL AIRPORT IN OSHKOSH, 
WISCONSIN, WHERE THEY REKINDLE 
FRIENDSHIPS AND CELEBRATE THE 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE IN THE 
WORLD OF FLIGHT.  THE WORLD'S 
GREATEST AVIATION CELEBRATION 
HAS IT ALL WHEN IT COMES TO AIR-
CRAFT. WARBIRDS. VINTAGE. HOME-
BUILTS. ULTRALIGHTS. SOME YOU 
WOULD NORMALLY FIND IN A HAN-
GAR AT YOUR LOCAL AIRPORT, OTH-
ERS SO UNIQUE THEY ARE THE ONLY 

ONE OF THEIR KIND.  YOU NAME IT, 
THERE'S LIKELY AN EXAMPLE OF IT 
AT OSHKOSH.  FOR MANY, ARRIV-
ING AT OSHKOSH IS A RITE OF PAS-
SAGE THAT CAN ONLY BE SATISFIED 
BY BEING ONE OF THE MORE THAN 
10,000 AIRCRAFT FLYING IN, LAND-
ING AT WHAT BECOMES THE BUSIEST 
AIRPORT IN THE WORLD. WHETHER 
YOU'RE AN AVIATION ENTHUSIAST 
OR AN AVIATION NOVICE, AIRVEN-
TURE HAS SOMETHING FOR YOU. NO 
MATTER WHAT YOUR AGE, YOU'LL 
BE ENTERTAINED, INFORMED, AND 
THRILLED BY THE COUNTLESS ACTIV-
ITIES AVAILABLE THAT REFLECT "THE 
SPIRIT OF AVIATION" ALL AROUND. 
DAILY AIR SHOWS. AEROBATICS AND 
PYROTECHNICS. FEATURE FILMS 
AT THE FLY-IN THEATER. FORUMS, 

WORKSHOPS, AND DEMONSTRA-
TIONS. KIDVENTURE. SPECIAL PRO-
GRAMMING AT THEATER IN THE 
WOODS. ALL OF THIS, PLUS MUCH, 
MUCH MORE IS INCLUDED WITH 
YOUR DAILY ADMISSION.  ADD IN THE 
CROWD-THRILLING, SHOW-STOP-
PING NIGHT AIR SHOW ON WEDNES-
DAY AND SATURDAY NIGHT, AND YOU 
HAVE AFFORDABLE FUN FOR THE 
ENTIRE FAMILY EVERY DAY FROM 
SUNUP TO WELL PAST SUNDOWN. 
THERE IS UNIQUENESS TO EACH AIR-
VENTURE THAT KEEPS LIFELONG AT-
TENDEES COMING BACK FOR MORE. 
YOU NEED TO EXPERIENCE IT TO UN-
DERSTAND.  EXPERIENCE OSHKOSH 
WITH US. IT DOESN’T MATTER WHAT 
YOU SEE; YOU JUST HAVE TO SEE IT 
FOR YOURSELF.

NOTE: IN AN EFFORT TO 
HAVE SPACE AVAILABLE TO 
EVERYONE WHO WISHES TO 
LIST THEIR EVENT IN THIS 
COMPLIMENTARY SERVICE, 
ALL PARTICIPANTS NEED TO 
FOLLOW THESE GUIDELINES:

WHO: ABC CLUB          
WHAT: AIR SHOW/CHILI DINNER
WHEN: DECEMBER 1-2       
TIME: 1 PM TO 7 PM
WHERE: PORTAGE METRO
 (INCLUDE IDENTIFIER)
CONTACT: JANE DOE (000)000-
0000

EMAIL TO: 
PLANEANDPILOTNEWS@GMAIL.
COM
SUBJECT:  PILOTS CALENDAR

j

PLEASE CHECK WITH CONTACTS FOR THESE EVENTS FIRST. 
AS EVENTS ARE BEING CANCELED AND POSTPONED DAILY.

lator or through ground 
school. As it turns out, 
even professional pi-
lots have reported feel-
ing rusty following long 
leaves of absences dur-
ing the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In fact, many 
have reported making 
minor mistakes such 
as forgetting to turn on 
anti-ice systems, failing 
to obtain landing clear-
ances, and even incor-
rectly programing flight 
management systems.

The best thing we 
can do to stay sharp is 
to fly often. However, 
that doesn’t mean get-
ting complacent. Just 
because we’ve made 
a flight a million times 
doesn’t mean it will 
always go smoothly. 
We have to ensure we 
abide by our own per-

sonal limitations.
As we’ve seen many 

times over, an aviation 
disaster is often the re-
sult of a chain of bad 
decisions that begins 
with a simple mistake. 
With spring approach-
ing, there’s no doubt 
many of us are begin-
ning to get back in the 
air, so let’s not forget 
to do our homework. 
Flight plan, anticipate 
weather changes, and 
never be afraid to ask 
for help. We all fly to 
feed a passion, but 
none of us wants to be 
another statistic or fea-
tured in the next case 
study. Let’s keep prov-
ing to the world we can 
and have made avia-
tion safer.  

“AOPA” from page 5 

ward, upward, around 
and away from the main 
rotor(s) in all directions. 
This circulation when 
upwind of a runway can 
drift towards the runway. 
Pilots of small aircraft 
should avoid operating 
within three rotor diam-
eters of any helicopter 
that is in a slow-hover 
taxi or stationary hover.

In forward flight, 
departing or landing 
helicopters produce 
a pair of strong, high-
speed trailing vortices 
similar to wingtip tur-
bulence of larger fixed-
wing aircraft which can 
affect small aircraft 
while operating behind 
or crossing behind land-
ing and departing heli-
copters.

Other factors that can 
affect the strength of 
wake turbulence include 
whether or not the larg-
er aircraft is departing or 

landing on another run-
way – either crossing or 
closely parallel. A steep-
er than normal descent 
or an aircraft landing 
slower than normal will 
increase the effect as 
well. Wake turbulence 
decays faster if there is 
atmospheric instability, 
such as strong low level 
wind flow at the surface 
or turbulence aloft.

Wake turbulence is the 
invisible enemy – you 
have to realize that the 
potential for it to exist 
is there and make deci-
sions based on obser-
vation and knowledge 
of its characteristics.

Rose Marie Kern s 
worked in Air Traffic for 
over 30 years. Her book 
“Air to Ground 2020” 
is available on Amazon. 
www.rosemariekern.
com.

“Wake” from page 7

j

Low Cost 
Action Ads
Action ads $1.00 per 
word, min. ad $20.00. 

Ad will run for 2 issues. 
Add $5.00 if a picture 

is to be used with 
your ad. No pictures 

will be returned. Send 
your check with your 

ad or use VISA or 
MASTERCARD. 

 
DEADLINE: 19th of 

each month.

330-296-5002 
Or Email: 

PlaneandPilotNews
@gmail.com

PlaneAndPilotNews
@gmail.com
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        KOSU
      Columbus, Ohio
 800.777.5488 / www.osuairport.org

          
   
   Aircraft Maintenance & Avionics

      Full-Service Line Service

   Restaurant / Car Rental

   Flight School

Schweiss Doors introduces Superstructure, Triple-Leg 
Stand-Alone Hydraulic Door Design

The new Superstruc-
ture Triple-Leg Stand-
Alone Door design from 
Schweiss Doors is truly 
one of a kind. This trail-
blazing tripod leg design 
transfers the door weight 
to the footings that sup-
port the hydraulic door, 

eliminating the need for 
additional side columns 
from the building manu-
facturer, offering a sig-
nificant building cost re-
duction.

The hydraulic door and 
framework are designed 
to help support the build-

ing structure. It’s a free-
standing door that has 
its own superstructure 
framework attached and 
can be added to a new 
or existing building. The 
doorframe mounts on the 
new Triple-Leg Stand-
Alone, self-supported 
doorframe, eliminating 
the need for the building 
manufacturer to incorpo-
rate a building truss or 
building header to sup-
port the hydraulic door.

The new Superstruc-
ture Triple-Leg Stand-
Alone Door comes pre-
assembled, pre-welded 
and pre-hung from the 
factory within a pre-
squared frame, saving 
hours of installation time 
and vastly simplifying 
the installation process. 
Each door comes with 
Schweiss’ acclaimed 
support after the sale, 
with technical assistance 
at the ready to ensure 
proper installation and 

complete satisfaction.  
Schweiss Doors is the 

premier manufacturer of 
hydraulic and bifold lift-
strap doors. Doors are 
custom made to any size 
for any type of new or 
existing building for ar-
chitects and builders de-
termined to do amazing 

things with their build-
ings, including the doors. 
Schweiss also offers a 
cable to liftstrap conver-
sion package. For more 
information, visit www.
bifold.com.

j
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Carroll Co. Airport (KTSO)
330-627-5250

Good Home Cooking
Private Parties
Delicious Homemade Pies
Daily Specials
Reasonable Prices

Carroll County
Airport Restaurant

Home of the Best Pie Around!
Open Daily 7 AM to 8 PM

Call for Great Fuel Prices! 

BSL-05D BLUE fixture BLUE LED light 
Available in WHITE or GREEN fixture 

(red, white, amber, green or blue LED’s)

Lighting Up the World, 
one Airport at a time... 

USING Maintenance FREE 
Solar powered “Super Bright” 

LED markers and 
beacon fixtures 

Made to withstand extreme weather con-
ditions and shine bright for over 8 hours 
with less than 4 hours charging time...

Tim Cowsert
tcowsert@sbcglobal.net

brightportalresources.com
979/270-1655

“Drugs” from page 12

j

Court of Appeals to handle. 
The first was whether the offi-
cer had reasonable suspicion 
to stop Latorre. What nobody 
mentioned, because they 
were involved in a lengthy 
discussion of vertical versus 
horizontal collective knowl-
edge, is the fact that the air-
plane was stopped. It had 
landed, it was in fact parked. 
The only issue at that point 
in time would be if the officer 
had the right to speak to Mr. 
Latorre and ask him for his 
pilot certificate. This is eas-
ily handled under 14 CFR 
61.3(l)(3), that requires you 
to present your pilot certifi-
cate, medical certificate, and 
photo ID for inspection at any 
time to any law enforcement 
officer.

There was further an issue 
raised as to the legality of the 
search. Attorneys for Latorre 
tried to argue that since the 
officer had possession of his 
pilot certificate, he was then 
not free to leave and there-
fore this was some sort of 
custodial search. The reality 
is, Latorre gave consent to 
the search. He said, “Yeah, I 
don’t mind.” You may won-
der; Why would a person with 
over $500,000 in cash in his 
aircraft, consent to a search?

I run into this all the time. 
There is sort of an upside 
down and backward logic 
that works like this: The de-
fendant thinks that the offi-
cer won’t search the vehicle 
if the defendant acts like he 
doesn’t care if the vehicle is 
searched. The officer is bet-
ting that the suspect will con-
sent to the search, thinking 
that the officer will not search 
if he gives consent. The offi-
cer always searches! And the 
officer always finds the guns, 
the drugs or the money.

Now I know that my read-
ers are not the type of people 
that transport substantial 
amounts of illegal drug mon-
ey in their aircraft, but they 
do ask intelligent questions. 
What about, “transporting 
large sums of drug money in 
somebody else’s airplane?” 
You may laugh, but this is a 
fairly common scenario in the 

automobile transportation of 
illegal drugs and money busi-
ness. It is common knowl-
edge on the street that if you 
transport drugs or money il-
legally, your vehicle is subject 
to forfeiture. For this reason, 
many drug and money run-
ners, get someone else to 
rent a vehicle, and then they 
use that rented vehicle to 
transport the drugs or mon-
ey. Somehow, they think this 
makes life safer.

What happens is this, law 
enforcement makes a traf-
fic stop. The individual does 
not own the car and does 
not have a rental agreement 
in his name. For this reason, 
law enforcement agencies 
must seize the car, pending 
an investigation to determine 
if the person had the right to 
drive the car. When they seize 
the car, they have to do an in-
ventory search of the vehicle. 
This is to prevent the suspect 
from later complaining that 
he had something valuable 
and the police stole it. Of 
course, what happens, is that 

the police find the guns, the 
drugs, or the money.

This case has taken an 
interesting twist. As I men-
tioned earlier in the article, 
Mr. Latorre testified to a 
grand jury in New York and 
when I pulled up the N num-
ber of the aircraft, it appears 
that Mr. Latorre still owns his 
Glasair. The government ap-
parently did not seize this air-
craft. Probably this was part 
of the plea agreement that re-
sulted in his testifying before 
the grand jury in New York.

As I said at the beginning 
of the article, do not transport 
illegal drug money in your 
own aircraft. For that matter 
do not transport illegal drug 
money in someone else’s air-
craft. Let’s make the rule little 
broader, do not transport ille-
gal drug money for any rea-
son.

You can contact Bill Hayes 
at WilliamHayesLaw@gmail.
com

Contact us at
PlaneandPilotNews@gmail.com
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William F. Hayes
Attorney at Law                   Aviation Attorney

Former Adjunct Professor, University of Toledo, Law School
Former Instructor of Aviation Law at Bowling Green State University

Aviation Law Writer, Lecturer and Consultant
Com, CFII, MEI, AGI, IGI

441 Frazee Street Suite B
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402

419 350-5556
AviationLaw@excite.com

PRIVATE & COMMERCIAL
AIRPORT LIGHTING

INSTALLED AND MAINTAINED
• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL
• SECURITY 
   SYSTEMS
• PHONE SYSTEMS
• CABLE TV
   WIRING

Bucket
Truck

Service
•

Full Line
Airport
Lighting
Sales-
Service

24 Hour Service / CALL FOR QUOTE
7600 Peck Rd., Ravenna, Ohio 44266

330-296-6915

H artong
E lectric inc.

“Stabilized” from page 3
is because your descent ra-
tio is only one of many fac-
tors (such as aircraft con-
figuration) that determine 
whether your approach will 
be stable or not. Similarly, it’s 
important to recognize high 
kinetic energy states close-
in to airports or near a final 
approach fix. Similar to de-
scent ratios, the data dem-
onstrates an increased risk 
potential if speeds during 
final vectors or approaches 

are not managed appropri-
ately. Bottom line: Be mind-
ful of how you are flying an 
approach before you com-
mence the approach, not 
just when you are close to 

the runway. Remember, one 
of the most effective ways to 
prevent becoming a statistic 
is to GO AROUND if some-
thing’s is not right at any 
time. If you choose to con-
tinue with an unstabilized 
approach, you risk landing 
too high, too fast, out of 
alignment with the runway 
centerline, or otherwise be-
ing unprepared for landing. 
These situations can result 
in loss of control of your air-
craft or a runway excursion.

Tips for Staying Stable
• A method to estimate the 

appropriate descent rate in 
feet/minute to maintain a 3° 
glidepath is to multiply the 
groundspeed in knots by 5. 

• When available, use a vi-
sual approach system such 
as a VASI or PAPI, or preci-
sion instrument approach to 
help maintain glidepath. 

• Increase your knowledge 
on stabilized approaches. 
Some resources include the 
GAJSC website, Chapter 8 
of the FAA Pilot’s Handbook 
of Aeronautical Knowledge, 
Advisory Circular 91-79A, 
and a recent FAA FlySafe 
notice.

Important Tip: The further from the run-
way that you establish a “3:1” flight path profile, 
the greater your probability of successfully fly-
ing a stable approach. NOTE: Every runway is 
unique and the published glidepath should be 
flown when available.
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Aircraft Refurbishing, 
Interior/Exterior Detailing 

&  Upholstery Services
Tritex Corporation
FAA Repair Station 

ZTXR133L
Columbus 

International 
Airport

(614) 237-1814
www.tritexcorp.com

is available on Amazon or through 
Rose’s website:  

www.rosemariekern.com 

After President Reagan fired thou-
sands of Air Traffic Controllers in 
1981 it took a decade to rebuild the 
workforce.  I was one of those who 
flew blindly into  unknown territo-
ry in an attempt to make a better 
life for myself and my kids.   
 

Stress is Relative follows the ad-
ventures of a young, single mother  
from the day I heard about the job, 
through the challenges of the FAA 
Academy at a time when few wom-
en worked in this arena, through to 
the end of what became a very  
successful career.  

Is Air Traffic Control as stressful  
as everyone seems to think?   

THE STICK AND RUDDER SKILLS OF MEDICATION ADHERENCE
 By Larry M. Diamond, PharmD, CFII  (from AOPA)

My pharmaceu-
tical flight plan 
starts at my de-
parture airport 
called the 5 rights 

(5RTS). I endeav-
or to choose the 
right drug, for the 
right patient, at 
the right time, the 
right dose, and the 
right route. For this 
flight plan to occur 
I must choose and 
recommend the 
best medication 
for the patient. 
The patient is my 

destination airport 
(KPTS).

I spent seven years of 
pharmaceutical flight 
training to begin my 
path of proficiency. Each 
year, I gathered many 
important stick and rud-
der pharmacy skills that 
I shared and communi-
cated with the patients. 
My experience, skills, 
knowledge, continuing 
education, and research 
have enriched my role 

for the education of the 
patients.

My education began 
with the basic building 
block of how medica-
tions work in the body. 
The medication stick 
and rudder skills are the 
mechanism of action, 
the pathophysiology of 
the patient, pharmaco-

dynamics, pharmaco-
kinetics, and multiple 
learning methods that 
can be utilized to teach 
the patient.

The mechanism of ac-
tion is how a medication 
interacts with an organ 
system and causes an 
effect. Most medications 

    See “Stick” on page 22
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AIRWORKS AVIATION  - JOE IVEY 
A&P IA MOBILE SERVICE FULL 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIRS AND 
ANNUALS (330) 261-4978.   2-6 

1966 PIPER CHEROKEE 140/150 
– 3925 TT, N7124R, 700 SMOH, 
FRESH ANNUAL, BASED AT 
(1G5) MEDINA CO. AIRPORT 
MEDINA, OHIO. $25,000.00 (330) 
784-3208 OR EMAIL: FAMOS60@
YAHOO.COM 9-2  

LOOKING FOR A THIRD PART-
NER IN A 1976 PA 28-181 - 
CHEROKEE ARCHER II ASKING 
$18,000.  ALL AVIONICS ARE 
UP-TO-DATE . IFR CERTIFIED.
ALWAYS HANGARED.  BASED 
AT LOST NATION AIRPORT, WIL-
LOUGHBY, OHIO CALL HOWARD 
ROWEN 216-870-2213.   12-2  

O-200A ENGINE-  REBUILD, 
BRAND NEW MILLENNIUM CYL-
INDERS AVAILABLE FOR SALE 
AND IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.  
PLEASE CALL JASON LORENZON  
330 472 5856     10-2 
4 - LYCOMING 0-360 CYL-
INDERS. 3 ARE LIKE NEW,
1 HAS A SCORE. $300.00  
330-805-7600   5-2 

AIRCRAFT WANTED: PILOT, 
PVT, INSTRUMENT, 1,000 HR, 
RETIRED, LOOKING FOR PART-
NERSHIP ASEL. PREFER 172 OR 
182 BUT WILL CONSIDER ALL 
POSSIBILITIES. PREFER BASE 
AT LNN, CGF, 7G8, POV. FOR-
MER PLANE OWNER, NEVER 
AN INCIDENT. EMAIL: IFRPI-
LOT1981@GMAIL.COM      10-2 

GARMIN 696 PORTABLE GPS W/
XM WEATHER. KNEE BOARD OR 
YOKE MOUNT – YOUR CHOICE. 
$500.00 (330)289-1651     8-2
NEW STRATUS 2S ADS-B RECEIV-
ER WITH CORD AND SUCTION 
MOUNT. $350.00 330-805-7600   
 5-2 

ZAON XRX PORTABLE COLLI-
SION AVOIDANCE SYSTEM WITH 
ANTENNA AND CABLES. $150.00  
330-805-7600   5-2 

AKRON FULTON HANGAR #62 – 
EASILY THE FINEST 42’ HANGAR 
AT AKR! HANGAR DOOR FACES 
EAST, GARAGE DOOR (SPACE FOR 
AUTO IN ADDITION TO PLANE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE) FACES WEST, 
A LARGE WINDOW 10 FEET OFF 
THE FLOOR FACES SOUTH TO-
WARDS THE RUNWAY. FULLY IN-
SULATED WITH GAS HEAT, ELEC-
TRIC, LIGHTING AND WATER. 
INSTALLED ELECTRIC WINCH, 
CRAFTSMAN 22” SNOW THROW-
ER, 5’ LADDER AND SUNDRY IN-
CLUDED. IF THE HANGAR IS ALL 
THAT I PRESENT, AND YOU ARE 
NOT WILLING TO PAY $68,500.00 
PLEASE DO NOT RESPOND. 
CALL 330-896-3206  6-2
CONDO HANGAR AT LORAIN 
COUTY AIRPORT (LPR). 3200 
SQ. FT., 50 X 16  BI-FOLD 
DOORS, NEW FACILITIES, 
NEW HEATERS, FANS, LIGHTS, 
KITCHEN, RESTROOM, 
SHOWER. PHOTOS AVAILABLE. 
ASKING $175,000.00 CONTACT 
BILL VARGA (440)4271927    3-2
T-HANGAR FOR SALE @ AKRON 
FULTON AIRPORT (AKR). 
CONCRETE BLOCK WALL, 
CONCRETE FLOOR, WATER, 
HEAT, TV, TELEPHONE, INTERNET, 
FLUORESCENT LIGHTING. CALL 
330-699-9399.       11-2 
T-HANGARS AVAILABLE, 48 X 
14 BI FOLD DOOR, CONCRETE 
RAMPS. 5E9 CONTACT RICH-
ARD PACKER 740-494-2554 6-2
T-HANGARS FOR RENT @ AK-
RON FULTON (AKR) 40’ BI-FOLD 
DOOR.  330-687-6848 7-2
FOR SALE OR RENT - CON-
DO HANGAR @ KPOV.  OVER-
SIZED END UNIT WITH LIVING 
QUARTERS AND BATHROOM. 
INCLUDES STOVE, REFRIG-
ERATOR, FURNITURE. $200 
MONTHLY OR $55,000.00 CALL 
(330)957-0011      6-2 

AIRCRAFT HANGAR FOR RENT 
(WADSWORTH AIRPORT 3G3). 
LARGE HANGAR WITH 45’ 
DOOR. PERFECT FOR TWINS OR 
SINGLES. CALL BILL @ 440-829-
7758 OR 330-535-3348.      11-2

HANGAR FOR SALE AT POR-
TAGE COUNTY AIRPORT (POV), 
RAVENNA, OHIO. LOCATED ON 
NORTH SIDE, HAS COMPLETELY 
FURNISHED PILOT’S LOUNGE, 
GAS HEAT. END UNIT. ASKING 
$87,500. (330) 805-7600 8-2 
MOLE FIELD – SOUTH OF HOP-
KINS – HANGARS WITH 40 
FOOT DOORS, TOTAL CON-
CRETE FLOOR, FREE ELECTRIC. 
$100.00 CALL MARK  (440) 458-
0123  9-2
AIRPORT FOR LEASE! 
DOUGHERTY AIRPORT 3200 E/W 
AND 2000 N/S TURF RUNWAYS. 
BELLVUE, OHIO. CALL 419-217-
1787      11-2 

HANGAR FOR SALE AT MARION 
COUNTY AIRPORT, MARION, 
OHIO   (KMNN). INTERIOR 
HANGAR DIMENSIONS ARE 
33’4” X 82’15”, HAS (2) HIGH 
FOLD 41 FT DOORS. FLOOR IS 
CONCRETE AND HAS INTERIOR 
LIGHTING. $135,000.00  CALL 
740-389-7083.  4-2 
DESIRABLE, LARGER 48’ 
HANGAR FOR SALE @ AKRON 
EXECUTIVE AIRPORT (AKR).  
UNIT #39, WEST FACING. 
CEILING FANS, FLUORESCENT 
LIGHTING, WATER, TV, 
PHONE & INTERNET.  FULLY 
INSULATED, GAS HEAT W/
ADDITIONAL INFRARED FRONT 
HEATER, FROST-PROTECTED 
WATER HYDRANT.  PAINTED 
CONCRETE FLOOR.   $65,000 
OR BEST REASONABLE 
OFFER.  CALL ROB:  330-338-
8078 AFTER 6:00 PM OR EMAIL 
SHIRLEYSHRIVER@MAC.COM 
 12-4
T-HANGAR  #51 FOR SALE 
AT AKRON FULTON (AKR).  
INCLUDES WATER, GAS HEAT, 
SNOW BLOWER,  ELECTRIC 
TOW, DESK, ELECTRIC PRE-
HEATER AND CABINETS.  
$45,000.  330-656-9779    5-2 
FOR SALE OR RENT – HANGAR 
@ KPOV OVERSIZED END UNIT 
WITH BI-FOLD DOOR. $225.00 A 
MONTH OR $49,000.00 (330)957-
0011     6-2 
T-HANGAR FOR RENT AT 
PORTAGE COUNTY AIRPORT 
(POV), NORTH SIDE. $240/MO. 
WHUBIN@KENT.EDU               12-2 
HANGAR FOR SALE @ AKRON 
FULTON AIRPORT (AKR) 42 FT 
HEATED WITH WATER, TV AND 
INTERNET. $45,000.00. 
CALL DAVE (330) 704-2036.  
 10-2 

HELICOPTER DOLLY & TRACTOR 
- LESKO  3 CYCLE DIESEL  
TRACTOR W/ HYDRAULIC FRONT 
TOW BAR, ALONG WITH A  12 FT 
X 11 FT  EIGHT WHEEL DOLLY.
ASKING $3500.00 EACH OR 
$6500.00 FOR BOTH. MOWER 
DECK INCLUDED AND RUNS 
GREAT.  MOWER DECK NEEDS 
REPAIR.  CALL 330.329.4124   8-2

AIRPORT HOUSE OF HOCKING 
HILLS, IS A FLY IN VACATION 
RENTAL. WE ARE LOCATED BE-
TWEEN HOCKING HILLS AND 
LAKE HOPE STATE PARKS AT THE
VINTON COUNTY AIRPORT (22I), 
WITH CAR RENTAL AVAILABLE. 
CHECK US OUT ON AIRBNB OR 
CALL (740) 357-0268.   2-2

Aviation Insurance Brokers

Call us first!
Serving Pilots

for over 40 years

Call Thomas Dus

1-800-545-3262
SERVING

AZ, CA, FL, GA, IL, IN, KY, LA,
MI, MO, NH, NJ, NY, NC, OH, PA,

SC, TM, TX, VA, WV, WI

LORIAN COUNTY
REGIONAL AIRPORT
www.skysurance.com

AIRCRAFT
INSURANCE HANGARS

REAL ESTATE

PIPER

AIRCRAFT PARTS

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE

LIGHT SPORT AIRPLANE & GLIDER 
MAINTENANCE & INSPECTIONS                

Certified Rotax Maintenance & Service
Pre-Buy Inspections/Aircraft Restoration                 

Contact Perry at 
renovate@polestaraero.com 

614-496-3423

Low Cost 
Action Ads
Action ads $1.00 per word, 

min. ad $20.00. Ad will run for 
2 issues. Add $5.00 if a picture 
is to be used with your ad. No 
pictures will be returned. Send 
your check with your ad or use 

VISA or MASTERCARD. 
DEADLINE: 19th of each mo.

330-296-5002 
Or Email: 

PlaneandPilotNews
@gmail.com

AIRCRAFT WANTED

Fairfield County 
Airport (LHQ)

T-Hangars for Rent
• Sizes for Singles & Twins
• 24-hour fuel sales
• 25 miles/3 lights from 
 Downtown Columbus
• 2 months free rent 
 w/lease
• 5,000 ft. runway
• Food & lodging nearby
• ASOS & WSI weather - 
 Localizer & LPV 
 approaches
• Check out our fuel prices

Call Matt at
 740-654-7001

AVIONICS

HELICOPTER – MISC

SOLD

SOLD
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Got Aircraft Manuals? 
We Do! 250,000 in Stock

Request For Quote to: rfq@esscoaircraft.com
877-318-1555 Fax: 888-249-4165

We Buy and Sell New and Used Aircraft Manuals. Dealer Inquiries Welcome.

Aircraft Maintenance
Jackson County Airport I18 WV

304-273-0700  
www.wvplaneworks.com

Eagleflightsim.com

440-497-0374

AFFORDABLE
FAA APPROVED

CONVENIENT
SAFE

Please Recycle

“Stick” from page 20
will cause inhibition, ac-
tivation, agonism, or an-
tagonism of the cellular 
or physiological system. 
For instance, metoprolol 
succinate (ToprolÒ) is a 
medication that is called 
a betablocker. A spe-
cific beta receptor is lo-
cated in the heart called 
a beta1 receptor. If the 
receptor is stimulated, 
an increase in heart rate 
will occur. You become 
excited, epinephrine is 
produced, and the beta1 
receptor in the heart is 
stimulated that causes 
a high heart rate. A con-
tinual high heart rate will 
not allow the heart’s ven-
tricle to fill completely. 
Less blood gets pumped 
to the brain, kidneys, and 
peripheral vascular sys-
tem. The prescribing of 
a beta blocker (metopro-
lol succinate) will block 
the beta1 receptor and 
decrease the heart rate. 
I teach patients about 
this effect by a picture 
and description. “Beta1 
receptors live in your 1 
heart.”

Pharmacodynamics is 
what the drug does to 
the body and pharmaco-
kinetics is what the body 
does to the drug. If I am 
speaking to an 85-year-
old patient, I know they 
have a 30-40% decrease 
in their renal function 
and they will also have 
less muscle mass. The 
patient has a heart rate 
of 105 beats per minute 
and their blood pres-
sure is 165/98 mmHg. 

A beta blocker medica-
tion called atenolol is 
prescribed. My stick and 
rudder skill of knowing 
this medication is renally 
eliminated and know-
ing the elderly are beta 
blocker sensitive would 
have me calling the pre-
scriber recommending a 
different beta blocker or 
to decrease the dose. If 
I did not have this skill 
and knowledge the pa-
tient could accumulate 
the medication because 
of decreased renal func-
tion. The medication will 
accumulate and may 
cause bradycardia (low 
heart rate) and possi-
bly cause the patient to 
pass out and fall.

The filing of the phar-
macy flight plan is the 
teaching of the patient. 
The teaching process 
is one of the most im-
portant steps in medi-
cation adherence. The 
World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) in its 2003 
report said that if care-
givers can increase the 
effectiveness of adher-
ence methods, there 
would be a greater im-
pact on health than im-
proving our treatment 
choices (Sabaté E, ed. 
Adherence to Long-Term 
Therapies: Evidence for 
Action. Geneva, Swit-
zerland: World Health 
Organization; 2003). An-
other very enlightening 
fact from the report is 
that approximately 50% 
of the patient population 
do not adhere to their 
medication regimen.

This is my medica-
tion education checklist 
that must done before I 
speak with the patient. 
Can the patient afford 
the medication? Can 
the patient be compliant 
with the dosing sched-
ule? Can the patient 
understand and com-
prehend and retain the 
medication education? 
If I have a choice of 2-3 
medications in the same 
class of drugs, will the 
patient’s insurance have 
a reasonable co-pay or 
is it cheap enough where 
the patient can afford it 
on a fixed income?

There are compliance 
dosing interval differ-
ences for a medication 
given once a day, twice 
a day, three times a day, 
or four times a day. The 
compliance rate for once 
a day, twice a day, three 
times a day, and four 
times a day are 79%, 
69%, 65%, and 51% re-
spectively (Osterberg L, 
Blaschke T. Adherence 
to medication. N Engl J 
Med.2005;353(5):487-
497). Whenever possi-
ble, I always recommend 
a once a day dose. It is 
amazing to me to think if 

a patient is taking a once 
a day medication that 
they have an 8 out of 10 
chance to consistently 
take the medication.

Patient medication 
education and under-
standing are key to posi-
tive outcomes. Many 
patients have multiple 
disease states and spe-
cialists. Medication 
reconciliation is a very 
important process that 
occurs when a health-
care provider reviews 
all the patient’s medica-
tions for appropriate-
ness. The medication 
name, dose, frequency, 
reported side effects, 
and route (oral, injec-
tion, or suppository) are 
evaluated. I ask the pa-
tient to recite to me the 
names, dose, frequency, 
and indications of their 
medication regimen and 
tell me what their health-
care giver said to expect 
from the medication. 
The most common an-
swer is, “I think this for 
my blood pressure, but 
I am not sure about the 
names and dose.”

I begin with a little bit 
of background on what 

    See “Rudder” on page 23
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they do or did for a liv-
ing. I can then speak 
and teach in a technical 
way they can relate to. 
An important piece of 
information that must be 
communicated is how 
long will the patient be 
taking the medication. Is 

this medication going to 
be taken for a short pe-
riod of months, years, or 
for life? Once the educa-
tion is provided, I ask the 
patient to repeat back to 
me, in their words, what 
they have learned. It is 
called the teach back 
method. This is very 
similar to what my flight 

instructor did to increase 
my flying skills. “See 
one, do one, and teach 
one.” An important point 
to this education is not 
to miss any important 
information. A study by 
Tarn et al found that in 
more than 65% of audio-
taped cases, physicians 
had omitted at least one 

piece of critical informa-
tion when discussing 
starting a new medica-
tion with a patient (Tarn 
DM, Heritage: J, Pater-
niti DA, Hays RD, Kravitz 
RL, Wenger NS Arch In-
tern Med Med. 2006 Sep 
25;166(17):1855-62).

Discussing side ef-
fects or adverse effects 
of a medication can be 
a slippery slope as well 
for patient compliance. 
If a patient hears about 
a side effect that may 
have a very low proba-
bility, they will decide on 
non-compliance vs. the 
benefits. This is called 
rational nonadherence. 
Patients may start tak-
ing a new medication 
but will decide to stop 
the medication due to 
concerns of or presence 
of a side effect.

My pharmacy stick 
and rudder fundamen-
tals have been utilized 
and shared with many 
patients. I have helped 
patients stay compliant 
and informed for better 
outcomes and quality of 
life. Each time you see 

your healthcare provider 
in the office or via Zoom, 
go over each of your 
medications and dis-
cuss how you are doing 
on your medication ther-
apy. Ensure each provid-
er is aware of all medica-
tions that are prescribed 
by other caregivers. You 
are now qualified and 
have passed with flying 
colors your private citi-
zen medication certifica-
tion. Keep your currency 
on your medication stick 
and rudder skills. Stay 
well, my friends..

Larry Diamond has 
a Doctor of Pharmacy 
Degree and has been a 
pharmacist for 37 years. 
Larry’s pharmacy prac-
tice has been as a Clini-
cal Pharmacy Specialist 
in Cardiology, Orthope-
dic Surgery Specialist 
and most recently Clini-
cal Pharmacy Coordina-
tor. He is a CFII, a pilot 
for 33 years and has been 
an AOPA member since 
1984.
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